RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on Monday 21 July 2025

PRESENT:
Parish Councillors: Caunce, Cromie, Finch, Mason, Yates
Borough Councillor Barnsley
Lancashire County Councillor Duxbury
APOLOGIES: Maya Ellis MP/ Parish Councillor

1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Newly elected County Councillor Duxbury introduced himself to the meeting by providing an interesting outline of his career to date.  He confirmed that he would welcome calls, messages or visitors to his weekly surgery (5.00 – 7.00pm Thursdays).

A memorandum had been received from a resident who commented on the damage to the wall adjacent to the Premier store (caused by a vehicle manoeuvre in the entrance).   The resident also expressed grave concern about the continuation of the speeding of traffic through the village.  It was noted that a ‘SPID’ had been used and there had been radar gun checks but, to date, no results had been reported. 
Other comments were made as to the worrisome increase in traffic speed through the village down to the river.

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:
The Minutes of 16 June 2025 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair
4 MA’TTERS ARISING:
4.1 An update was provided on the progress on the ‘adoption’ of Memorial Benches on the Riverside by Cllr Mason who is keeping records of applications on behalf of the Council.  It was confirmed that the older plaques which had been removed prior to the refurbishments would be placed on a ‘memorial board’ adjacent to the site.  It was also confirmed that some adjustments had been made in ‘exceptional cases’.
4.2 Cllr Finch provided an update on the Millenium Sculptures; advising that she had been in contact with Fiona Bewley, the sculptor who had kindly returned to Ribchester to assess the damage which had been identified.  The view taken was that it was difficult to confirm that the damage in recent times was conclusively down to ‘vandalism’ and may, rather, have been caused by the exceptionally adverse weather over recent months (freezing conditions, heavy rainfall) taking its toll on the porous material used for the sculpture.
Remedial conservation was proposed.  The first step would be to clean the stonework, then to carry out remedial conservation work.  It was noted that the crack at the base of the column would have to be repaired and that steps should be take to protect the sculptures in winter.
4.3 Weed-killing.  Concerns had been raised previously in respect of the programme of weed-killing which had been carried out.  It was confirmed that the sub-contractor who provided the weed killer product confirmed it was safe for use in the village.  However, the suggestion was made that proper signage should be employed when the product had been used on the riverbank and elsewhere in the village, so that care could be taken by pedestrians.

5 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
3/2025/0640 – Loft Shay – Approved with Conditions
3/2025/0551 – Pinfold Farm – Lawful Development Certificate (to confirm land has been used as part of domestic curtilage of Pinfold Farm since 2011).
3/2025/0463 – Land to the rear of Stoneygate Lane.  Approved with Conditions
(Note:  concern expressed in letter to RVBC by Cllr Mason about the absence of Planning Application for alterations to wall at property on Blackburn Road (opp Ribchester Arms)
6 FINANCIAL  MATTERS
It was noted that the PC finances are currently in a healthy position (total in bank £30,683 as at 20 June 2025).
The Council considered payments for approval and RESOLVED that the following payments be made:
SS Peter & Pauls Parish Centre	Room Hire		£30.00
Deborah Groves – Parish Clerk -                                          £640.00
HMRC PAYE						£124.80
It was noted that the sum of £1923.69 could be reclaimed from the Concurrent Function Grant to cover the payment of the Parish Lengthsman (including the temporary cover appointment).
7 RENEWAL OF ALLOTMENT RENT 
The Council records showed that the renewal date of the Lease of land for the Allotments was imminent.  An approach was made to the Borough Council for renewal for a further six years.  This took some time to be processed by the Council, but in due course a new lease was issued.  Unfortunately, further delays followed when the original amount charged for the renewal had been miscalculated, and a new figure (increased to £792)  was advised to the Council and paid in full.
8 JUBILEE FUND APPLICATION
The Chairman had attended the Parish Council Liaison Sub-Committee meeting where the main item for consideration was money to be made available through the Jubilee Fund.  An expression of interest could be made following a forthcoming meeting which will invite tenders in September.  It was noted that any funding awarded would have to be spent by 31st March 2026. Cllr Barnsley opined that there may be an opportunity to extend the deadline.

9  
Following the road traffic incident which had caused the collapse of the wall between the Premier shop and the adjoining property the Parish Notice Board was being ‘stored’ and information would be moved to the Community Board on Potters Barn wall pro tem.
Cllr Caunce was thanked for her prompt response in preparing a Newsletter to cover the absence of the Board until it can be replaced.  The information will also be shared on line and and WhatsApp.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm





